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After living in Hawaii for more than a decade and studying its history and culture, this book is a
breath of fresh air. It goes beyond the mere retelling of the same and official story. Joesting is not
afraid to mention the sore points and goes deep in exploring more than what happened, he explains
why it happened, even if some of the information may be controversial. | read many books about the
history of Hawaii, but this is the one that | recommend to everyone who wants a picture that is the

closest to the truth that we can be.

| ordered this book for my sister in Georgia and because we are from Hawaii originally we are
naturally interested in the history of our home. My sister said it came in good condition and loves it. |
appreciate for a trustworthy way of ordering items, thank you or as they say in HAWAII, "mahalo nui

loa.

Most history books become tedious. This history of Hawaii is different, it covers all of it but the focus

is on a few characters and events which makes it very readble and entertaining. For an entertaining.



and not tedious over-view of the history of Hawaii, this is the one.

| have had this book on my shelf for some time now but only recently have | looked into it. The
chapters are organized in a loosely chronological manner and consist of rather short anecdotal
"episodes," strung together to reveal a fascinating history. Rather than a cold academic study, the
tone of the narrative comes off as that of a longtime resident of Hawaii fondly devoted to relating the
islands’ history. Although Hawaii is clearly the focus, each story is aptly recounted by setting it in the
context of 18th and 19th century European and U.S. expansion. Joesting thus unobtrusively
acquaints us with the rough-and-tumble sailors, scoundrels and vagabonds (some of whom we’ve

all met elsewhere) and their world, as they each touch land on the crucible of the Hawaiian islands.
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